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LIBERTY AD PE AGE. 


It is with pleaſure that the Publiſher preſent to the Engliſh Na- 
tion the following admirable Reſolutions and Declaration by 
the Friends of the Conſtitution in Ireland. Let them compare 
this manly and patriotic Paper with the lamentable Aſociati- 
ons againſl Republicans and Levellers in England, and ſee how 

' ſound wiſdom and becoming fortitude triumph over the folly 
and terror that have diftated moſt of our recent Club as. 


The following' Addreſs and Declaration were 


unanimouſly agreed upon, 


His Grace the Duke of Taman in the Chair, 


ADDRESS. a 
XPERIENCE has taught the reaſoning 
part of mankind the following ſimple 

truths ;—That in Political Inſtitutions, nothing 

is ſtable that is not juſt; that groſs and increal- 


ing abuſes lead neceſſarily to violence and revo- 
_— timely and effectual reform to peace and 


B 2 ſecurity 


— 


& .- nan 


7 
* #0 TRIES „ I 


— — 
2 3 Wb act r : Pry 
42 —_— pry 


: 
——_ 
——— 


* Ws. N 


P . 7 * fo * 
8 SD Te we 


8 — 
© WD; 


. 
ww ga — 1 | 


(1473 

fecurity ; that as violence, therefore, and revolu, 
tion, are but deſperate remedies for deſperate 
evils, and as, once applied, it is not in human 
wiſdom to foreſee, or preſcribe limits to their 
courſe, it is the extreme, either of human folly 
or depravity, in governors to make ſuch reme- 
dies ſeem generally neceſſary, or in the people, 
without evident and palpable neceſſity, to reſort 
to them. That truths, which the hiſtory of 


- paſt ages has impreſſed on the conviction of 
mankind, and to which the experience of the 


preſent times adds new force, ſhould yet be ap- 
parently overlooked by both the Government and 
the People of this country, we lament, nor do we 
leſs lament, that while obvious ' and falutary 
maxims are flighted on the one fide; viſfidnary 
and impraQticable ſchemes are indulged. on the 
other. 9 | 
The extraordinary, and almoſt miraculous 
revolutions in Government, and in ſentiment, 


which: have lately aſtonifhed the earth, and Nil 


eonfound ſpeculation, have produced this efftct, 


among many others, on the minds both of ac- 


| tors and ſpectators, both of thoſe who applaud- 


ed, and thoſe who execrate the ſcene, that, at 
this preſent moment, they have more inflainetl 


65 | 
enthuſiaſm and reſentment, that they have in- 
formed or regulated the underſtanding. The 
magnitude of the ſubject, not yet fully compre- 


bended perbaps by any man, overpowers and 
diſtracts. The yet dazzled eye, neither accu- 


 rately diſtinguiſhes colours, nor duly eſtimates 


Proportions. The mind in ferment may exert 
energy, but ſeldom deliberation or wiſdom, 
That the diſcuſſions and ſpeculations occa- 

fioned by thoſe tranſactions, ſhould. operate with 

peculiar energy on the People of this country, 
is not to be wondered at: circumſtanced as 
they are, they muſt be callous indeed, if they 

did not feel with ardour, and purſue with vehe- 

menee, every ſentiment embracing the intereſts 

of freedom, and cruſhing the inſolence of power. 


To repreſs this generous and natural feeling is 


not the object of or Aſſociation. We are not 
wicked enough to wiſh, or fooliſh enough to 


expect, that we could perſuade three-fourths of | 


our countrymen to remain contented with total 
excluſion from even the name of a Conſtitution, 
or the remainder to be amuſed with the mock 


of that name, while. they are robbed of its eſ- 


ſence. 
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wy any man o the friend of peace and public or- 
der? We call on him, as he values the, bleſſings, 
to come forward and ſubdue that corruption of 
Government which is the bane of both. Does 
he reyere that original obligation of ſociety, 
connecting the huſbandman who tills the land, 
with the Sovereign' who reigns over it; by which 
induſtry is bound to ſuſtain power, and power 
to protect induſtry, that equal liberty and hap- 
pineſs may flow from both? Let him correct 
and humble the profligate Adminiſtration which 
wrings from the labour of the peaſant, what may 
corrupt the virtue of the Senator, and which 
drains the ſources of national wealth that it 
may pollute the ſources of national honour. 
Does he love that beautiful gradation of ſociety, 
which gives to toil, and talents, and virtue, their 
ſtations and. their forms, which kindles them. 
where they were not, and rewards them where 
they are? Let him join us, in ' publicly repro- 
bating and effectually deſtroying that diſgrace- 
ful traffic in which the plunder that has been 
earned by paſt infamy is allowed to become the 
purchaſe of future honours, in which men are 
enriched by the fale of their conſciences and 
enobled by. the application of their riches. 


4 
Does any man wiſh to uphold that deference to 
public ſentiment, which preſerves a chance for 
the reform of abuſe, by deterring nien from 


avowing its exerciſe? Let him ſhame and terrify | 


that public delinquency, which openly boaſts 
of corrupting the people's repreſentatibes, with 
the money of the people. When the pretence 
to virtue is thrown away, as an uſeleſs incum= 
brance, and the fouleſt acts, avowed by their 
fouleſt names, are held forth to the people as the 
regular ſyſtem of Government, when wicked 
acts challenge the public verigeance by inſolent 
, promulgation, the meaſure of vice and folly is 
full, and the citizen who does not join in re- 
formation becomes an accomplice in the _ of 
his rulers. 

But, in purſuing that reform, the abuſes of our 
Conſtitution ſhould not' make us forget that we 


have one. Nor ſhould our diſguſt at Corruption 


render us inſenſible to the evils of Faction. 


Circumſtanced as we are, it would not per- 
haps be ſurprizing, if the many real bleſſings 


ſtill enjoyed by the people, and the many more 
which the admirable principles of the Conſti- 
tution place within their reach, ſhould ſeem 
* to be generally undervalued or forgotten; 
B 4 or 
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or if ſome ſpirits inflammable-and inconſiderate, 


or others, leſs benignant and diſintereſted, ſhould 
thence be tempted to overlook the horrors at- 
tendant on. commotion, and to purſue theories 
yet unproved by experience. 

_ Againſt ſuch deluſions we warn the people. 


Living under a Conſtitution, one of whoſe pecu- 
liar excellence is, that its abuſes may be correct- 


ed without violating its eſſence, or even lighting 


its forms, we can have no rational temptation 
to encourage or encounter the evils which have 


flowed from a total want of conſtitution in a 


neighbouring country. It is not neceſſary for 


us to tear down our conſtitution, . and efface its 


ancient landmarks and foundations. Nor need 
we ruſh voluntarily and wantonly into thoſe mi- 


ſeries into which France has been precipirated, 
by a perhaps inevitable. neceſſity. 


No! Arms are the laſt reſource of miſery driven | 
A reform, and that a radical and ef- 5 


to deſpair, 
tectual one, there will be. There is no human 


power that can lawfully or ſucceſsfully reſiſt thia 
reaſonable, conſtitutional, and now indiſpenſible 
object, if the PEOPLE with an united, ſolemn, 
and determined voice ſhall * WE 


WILL IT.” 8 
We 


% 


— 


(9) 
We exult to live in a country where the voice of 
the People once plainly and decidedly uttered, is 
a thunder which no Government dares reſiſt, and 
before which all corruption muſt diſperſe. The 
tumult of intemperance may be derided and ſub - 
dued by the feebleſt miniſter, but it is not within 
the limits of Miniſterial daring to refiſt the firm 
and temperate demands of the Iriſh People. 
In order, however, to render this demand irre- 


fiſtible, it is neceſſary that the public fentiment 


. ſhould be explicitly and generally underſtood. 

A diſguſt at the profligacy of Government may 
inſtigate warm men to ſedition. An abhorrence 
of ſedition may induce even good men to ſup 
port a ſyſtem Government which they cannot 
approve, or, which would be equally fatal to the 


well-being of the country; the ſuſpenee arifing 


from the oppoſite impulſes may reduce moderate 
and timid men to a ſtate of ination, and thus 
leave the nation unprotected, to groan beneath 
the oppreſſions of the corrupt, or to tremble at 
the violence of the ſeditious. At ſuch a moment, 
to be ſilent is to be criminal. It becomes the 
duty of every good citizen and honeſt man, to 
make his voice heard, and his ſentiments known, 


We therefore, The Friends ef the Conſtitution, 
| Liberty 


| 
| 
| 
| 


n 


2 „liberty and Peace, thus publicly FRO our 


political ſentiments. 


Idſt. That the principles of the Britiſh Conſtitu- 


tion, are founded in wiſdom and juſtice, equally 
providing: for the i and happineſs of the 


ane : 
Adly. That an Heoditiry Monarch, the ſole 


executive power, an Aſſembly of Nobles, ema- 
- nating from the Crown, and a body of Repre- 


ſentatives, derived from the people by free and 


general election, are each of them integral, vital 

and eſſential parts of our Conſtitution, inſo- 
much that the decay or corruption of any of 
them will taint or deſtroy the whole ſyſtem. 


32dly. That the repreſentative part of our Le- 
giſlature is not derived from the people by the 
free and general election which the fundamental 


principles of our Conſtitution require, and the 
ſtate and condition of this nation would war- 


rant. 


 - qthly. That the permanent peace and wel- 


fare of Ireland can only be eſtabliſhed by the 
abolition of all civil and political diſtinctions 
ariſing from difference in religious opinions, and 


by the radical and effectual reform in the Com- 


mons Houſe of Parliament; and that theſe eſ- 
ſential 


3 


Gu 


ſential objects once obtained, the people 6u$ht 
to remain content and grateful. With ſuch a Con- 
ſtitution, and not with leſs, will we be ſatisfied; 
We therefore call upon every man, whether he 
prefer Liberty to Peace, or Peaee to Liberty, to 
ſupport the honeſt and avowed principles upon 
which this Society is founded, at the preſent 
alarming criſis, neither Liberty nor Peace cart be 
eſtabliſhed, unleſs by the united firmneſs and 
moderation of the friend of both. wy g 


Reſolved, That every tba nee 
Member of this Society, do ſubſcribe the follow- 


ing 


DECLARATION. 


] ſolemnly profeſs and declare, that I will, 
by all lawful means, promote a radical and effec- 
tual Reform in the Repreſentation of the People 
in Parliament, including perſons of all religious 
perſuaſions; and that I will unceaſingly purſue 
that object untill it ſhall have been unanimouſly 
obtained. And ſeriouſly apprehending the dan- 
gerous 


” 
- - 


( 12 ) 
geious conſequence of certain levelling tenets, 


- and ſeditious priociples, which have been lately 


diſſeminated, I do further declare, that I will re- 
fiſt all attempts to introduce any new form of 
Government into this country, or in any man ; 
ner to ſubvert or impair our Conſtitution, coa - 


_ fiſting of King, Lords and Commons. 


Reſolved, That this Society, conſcious of its 
good iotentions, but diffident of its ability to 
judge of the beſt means of attaining an object of 
ſuch magnitude and difficulty as that which it 
has propoſed, deems it eſſential to that object, 
and therefore reſpectfully recommends that fimis 


lar Aſſociations ſhould be formed in every county 


or principal Town throughout the kingdom, 


With ſuch Aſſociations, and with every indivi- 


dual friend to the Conſtitution, Liberty, and 
Peace of theſe Kingdoms, this Society will be 
happy to communicate, and will thankfully re- 
ceive every ſpecies of information concerning 
Facts, or even hints, concerning Plans and Prin- 
ciples which may aſſiſt in deciding on matters 
either of propriety or expediency. Such mate- 
rials the Society will deem it a duty to arrange 


and digeſt, and, as ſoon as it ſhall be enabled to 


ſelect or form a plan of repreſentation, which 
may 


6 


may appear worthy the attention of the public, 
it will, with the utmoſt deference, lay ſuch Plan 
before the People of Ireland, for their confide» 
ration and correction, previous to its being ſub- 
mitted to the wiſdom of the Legiſlature. 


Signed, by Order of the Society, 
+ RICHARD GRIFFITH, Secretary. 


FINIS. 
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74% publiſhed, 
Price Six-pence, or 100 for Thirty Shillings. 


The TRIAL at Large of THOMAS PAINE, for 
a Libel on the King and Conſtitution, before Lord 
KENYCN, and a Special Jury, at Guildhall, 
December 18, which contains the whole of Mr. 
ERSKINE's Speech and Quotations. 


Price Two-pence, or 100 Copies for Twelve Shillings. 

The Whole of the Proceedings of the FRIENDS 
of -LIBERTY of the PRESS, at Free-maſons' 
Tavern, December 22, with Mr. ERSKINE's 
Speech, on receiving the Thanks of the Meeting, 


for his able Defence of the Author of the — 
of MAN, 


Price One. Shilling. 


(Embelliſhed with a Striking Likeneſs.) An Im- 
partial Sketch of the Life of THOMAS PAINE, 
Author of the RIGHTS of MAN, &c. to which 
are added his Miſcellaneous Letters to Mr. Secre- 
tary DUN DAS, 


. 
. 0 
* $4.54 & - 


N n 
day <7 i COT . 
$4 7 r 
— * 9 0 ” 


* Neis 59 
ee bas ber gb Cheech 


2 


5 


„ 
- 
1 4 N 


9.14 I.! 
. 8 . rh 
5 TI £6423 2 * 
Nn 8 


* e 0 4. 


4.4 L 
NM ” 


rad, a wi Gf 


. bo; 1s RI nailing * 8 FR oy: 4 . 
90 +» 


- * > 
. _ . . 25 ja 2821 


a + fa.” — 9 2 N 
A . A WT Fr. . y . 
o ” a : 
G62 2.3 OL I) EE OL A 3 tit 

f ; : 

1 L * 1 ** " 

s:: 81 ! Sc 1 278 


ih alt 


% 
5 
wr 


by: 


